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face the bows and arrows of these poor backward
countrymen of ours ? But the Gonds have done
nothing and will not do anything aggressive unless
they are goaded by intolerable misery. They have
r to be met gently and their grievances removed. But
the way of imperialism is different.

It was not the possibility of any action by the
Gonds that brought the armed hosts to Orissa. The
troops came to overawe the peasantry of the States
and to strengthen the Rulers in opposing their
demands. They were utilised to suppress the move-
ment for freedom. This was an intervention of the
most flagrant kind on behalf of the Paramount Power
on the side of tyranny and corrupt administrations.
Every one knows that some of the States in Orissa
are the worst and most degraded of their kind in India.

Quite apart from Ranpur and lorig before the
murder of Major Bazalgette there, the tyrannical
administrations of Dhenkanal and Talchar had oppres-
sed their people to such an extent that a great exodus
had taken place from these States. From twenty to
thirty thousand persons had crossed the boundaries
of the States and entered the province of Orissa. A
demand came from the Rulers for the extradition from
the province to the States of the leaders of this exodus,
so that they might be made to suffer for their opposi-
tion to the State administration. This demand was
supported by the British authority. It was a demand
which no Congress ministry could agree to -without
losing honour and betraying our comrades in the
States and being false to our principles. '

We do not wish to shield any one who is guilty.
We are perfectly prepared for a full inquiry. But the
inquiry that is needed is an inquiry into the offences
and maladministration and oppression of the Dhen-
kanal and Talchar State governments. It is these